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Competition Notes
Focus on November 30th Themed 
Competition; PSA/NECCC reports; What 
to Do After a Competition is Over

Jon Rolf won first place in the 
Master’s class with his Black & White 
panoramic print “Beyond Mesa Arch 
and Washer Woman” in the September 
Competition. Jon explains that the 
print includes more than a 180 degree 
field of view and was created with 
seven individual images that had  

been stitched together. The image also 
tied for third place in the NECCC’s 
Black & White Fa# Print competition, 
which makes it eligible for Black & 
White Print of the Year.

TIMING OF THE FIRST THEMED COMPETITION
For the second year, our competition year 

features two evenings of themed competitions in 
addition to our seven regular monthly competitions. 
The first themed competition on November 30th 
follows only two weeks after the November 
competition. Why so soon? Because we try when 
possible to schedule these themed competitions on 
dates that don’t conflict with our regular educational 
programs (first Wednesday of the month) and the 

regular competitions (third Wednesdays). November 
happens to have five Wednesdays; hence, it was a 
perfect spot for a themed competition.  Note that 
projected image entries are due to 
capecodviewfinders@gmail.com by November 23rd 
(one day before Thanksgiving!) and that the print 
information is due to ccvfprints@gmail.com on the 
same day.

About this Newsletter:
The	
  club	
  publishes	
  these	
  

notes	
  periodically	
  with	
  an	
  
emphasis	
  on	
  topical	
  competition	
  
issues	
  and	
  changing	
  practices	
  
within	
  the	
  View7inders	
  club.

Two	
  club	
  competitions	
  end	
  
the	
  calendar	
  year.	
  The	
  
November	
  regular	
  monthly	
  
competition	
  will	
  be	
  on	
  
November	
  16	
  and	
  the	
  7irst	
  
themed	
  competition	
  on	
  
November	
  30th.	
  See	
  the	
  
complete	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  year	
  
schedule	
  on	
  page	
  3.	
  This	
  issue	
  
features	
  a	
  discussion	
  of	
  the	
  7irst	
  
themed	
  competition	
  whose	
  
themes	
  are:	
  “Architecture”	
  (=	
  
T1)	
  and	
  “People	
  at	
  Work	
  and	
  
Play	
  on	
  the	
  Cape”	
  (=T2).	
  Also	
  in	
  
the	
  issue	
  are	
  the	
  NECCC	
  and	
  PSA	
  
reports	
  and	
  a	
  discussion	
  about	
  a	
  
few	
  things	
  members	
  should	
  do	
  
after	
  a	
  competition.	
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PSA COUNCILS CHALLENGE

Twelve councils submitted 310 
entries in three sections – 
Monochrome Digital, Color 
Digital, and Prints. Images 
were judged on June 4, 2011, 
and results shown at the PSA 
Conference. The New England 
Camera Club Council won the 
overall challenge with 344 
points. The second place 
council, Twin Cities Area 
Council of Camera Clubs, had 
322 points.

Ron SniderÕs image to the 
right, representing the New England 
Camera Club Council (NECCC), was part 
of the ten entries in the Monochrome 

Projected Digital Images competition.  Ron 
received an HM for the image, “Between 
Round Instructions.”

At the recent Harwich 
Conservation Trust (HCT) 
Annual Meeting & Celebration at 

the Wequassett Inn, the following 
CCVF members were honored as 
volunteer photographers for the 

Trust. Receiving the EverGreen 
Award were Charlie Burke, 
Toni Caputo, David Constance, 
Janet DiMattia, Skip Hall, 
Michael Karchmer, Mark 
McGrath, Debbie Owen, Ron 
Snider, and Muriel Thomas. 
Their images were shown at the 
meeting and will be used in 
publications and brochures by 
HCT. The photo by Michael 
Karchmer to the left, ÒBellÕs 
Neck in the Fall,Ó was used this 
year by HCT.

Although these notes attempt to represent the latest competition rules in an 
accurate way, please understand that they do not replace your own careful reading of 
the club’s official Competition Rules.The rules can be found at http://
www.capecodviewfinders.org/competitions.htm. Click on “Rules.” 

http://www.capecodviewfinders.org/competitions.htm
http://www.capecodviewfinders.org/competitions.htm
http://www.capecodviewfinders.org/competitions.htm
http://www.capecodviewfinders.org/competitions.htm
http://www.capecodviewfinders.org/competitions.htm
http://www.capecodviewfinders.org/competitions.htm
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Schedule through the 
Beginning of the New 

Year
November 16 - Competition #3

OPEN, NATURE, and CREATIVE are the 
categories for Projected Images and 
OPEN, NATURE, and BLACK & WHITE 
are the categories for Prints. Shiv Verma 
is the judge. Three total images 
maximum. Note that competition 
meetings begin at 6:45 p.m.

November 30 - Themed 
Competition (Competition #4)

Two themes will be judged. 
“ARCHITECTURE” is the first theme (= 
T1) and “PEOPLE AT WORK AND PLAY 
ON THE CAPE” is the second (=T2). 
Local professional photographer Dan 
Cutrona will judge. Three images total 
may be entered.

December 7 - Program #4

Bruce Plotkin provides an engaging 
program on event photography. Ian Mack 
from Orleans Camera gives a pre-
program on selecting and packing a 
camera bag.

December 14 - Holiday Party

Stay tuned for information about this 
annual Viewfinders tradition at the home 
of the Viewfinder’s President.

January 4, 2012 - Program #5

A pre-program on street shooting by 
Judith Gardner and Ron Snider is 
followed by Peter Pereira’s presentation 
entitled, “Photojournalism - Page 1”).

PROJECTED IMAGES ALWAYS 
DUE ONE WEEK BEFORE A 
COMPETITION TO 
capecodviewfinders@gmail.com

PRINT TITLES AND 
CATEGORY INFORMATION 
DUE ONE WEEK BEFORE A 
COMPETITION TO 
ccvfprints@gmail.com

Prints themselves brought on 
night of competition and logged 
in NO LATER THAN 6:45 p.m. 
Only registered prints may 
compete. 

NANCY BRAY’S PHOTO ON 
CHATHAM GUIDEBOOK 
COVER

Viewfinder Nancy Bray’s 
photo taken from the Chatham 
Fish Pier is on the cover of the 
Chatham 2011/2012 Guidebook, 
published by the town’s Chamber 
of Commerce. Copies can be 
obtained without charge from 
local businesses through May 2012. 
WHAT TO DO AFTER THE 
COMPETITION IS OVER

So the competition is over and 
you have received your scores. 
What then?  There are still things 
that you as an individual member 
should do.

After a competition, 
Competition Team member Peter 
Selig transfers the scores to the 
master spread sheet that lists each 
member’s scores by competition, 
category, and format for the 
competition year. He also updates 
the lists of awards by member, 

title, category, and 
competition. Following spot 
checking for accuracy by other 
Competition Team Members 
(usually Janet DiMattia, 
Michael Karchmer, and 
Debbie Owen), the 
information is sent to 
Webmaster Terry Gavin for 
posting onto the website’s 
Competition page.  All of this 
typically happens within a few 
days of the competition.
While mistakes are 
infrequent, they do happen, so 
we strongly advise members to 
check their own competition 
results for accuracy. To do so, 
click on the “Competition” tab 
of the website, then scroll 
down to the sections “Points” 
and also “Awards.” That’s 
where you’ll find the 

information. Do let one of us 
know if you find any discrepancies. 
The information as posted is the 
club’s official record. The points 
are used for helping determine 
class advancement and as the basis 
for preparing the end-of-the-year 
awards. The award titles also are 
used for other purposes. For 
example, they provide the lists for 
determining eligibility for the 
Image of the Year Awards.

Also, did you know that first 
place winning images in the 
competitions are eligible for 
posting in the Competition 
section called “Recent Winning 
Images?” The projected images are 
uploaded automatically by the 
Competition Team and the 
Webmaster. But members with 
first place awards in Prints should 
send a jpeg of their images for 
uploading onto the website to 
tmgavin@verizon.net.

!
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About the Newsletter:
Michael Karchmer, 

CCVFCC Competition 
Director, edits this newsletter 
with the participation of Janet 
DiMattia, Debbie Owen, 
Peter Selig, and Ron 
Snider. Thanks to the 
photographers whose images 
are reprinted. They retain all 
rights.

 Please direct comments or 
questions to: 
michaelkarchmer@gmail.com

         

CCVFCC Board of 
Directors, 2011-2012: Debbie 
Owen (President), Ron 
Snider (Vice President), 
Amanda Reed (Secretary), 
Fred Gaechter (Treasurer), 
Janet DiMattia, Carol 
Dobek, Judith Gardner, Ilse 
Hipp, David Jordan, 
Michael Karchmer, Bill 
Low, Diane Robertson, Peter 
Selig.

CCVFCC COMPETITION TEAM:
BETTY BERNDT BROWN, ED 
DANIELS, JANET DIMATTIA, MIKE 
DONOVAN, JUDITH GARDNER, 
PAUL GOETINCK, MICHAEL 
KARCHMER, SUSAN KARCHMER, 
BOB MARTY, DEBBIE OWEN,  JON 
ROLF,  HANS RILLING, PETER SELIG, 
BOB SLOTT,  RON SNIDER, 
VIRGINIA SUTHERLAND, LARRY 
SWEENEY,  JOHN WHITMARSH 

© 2011 by Cape Cod 
Viewfinders Camera Club -- All 

rights reserved

THEMED COMPETITION: 
NOVEMBER 30TH, 2011
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People at Work and Play on the 
Cape [T2]

Cape Cod has long been associated 
with recreation.  As one of the 
premier tourist not to mention 
retirement destinations in the 
country, people of all ages come to 
take advantage of the many leisure 
activities that the Cape has to offer.  
But the Cape is also a place where 
people live and work.  In fact, many 
provide necesssary  services for 
those who come to the Cape for 
play.  In this competition, we seek 
photos that portray people involved 
in various leisure time activities that 
make Cape Cod such a memorable 
destination.  We also seek photos of 
people carrying out the work that 
allows the Cape to function as a 
community.  While all work and play 
photos taken on the Cape are 
welcome, the emphasis in your 
photos should be on content that 
uniquely says ÒCape Cod.Ó

Technical Matters: The images must 
be taken on the Cape or the Islands 
or in the waters surrounding them.  
One or more people must be 
portrayed in the photo in situations 
that can be construed as work or 
play.  Entries can be manipulated or 
not and may be in color or in black 
& white.

MEET THE JUDGE, DAN 
CUTRONA

Judges for our special or 
themed competitions are local 
professional photographers. 
Judging our November 30th 
competition will be Dan Cutrona, 
a highly regarded and versatile 
photographer living in Falmouth. 
He and his wife Amy have a studio 
in Mashpee Commons. His work 
has found its way into features and 
on covers of many Cape 
magazines, including Cape Cod 
Life and Cape Cod Magazine. He 
is a sought after architectural and 
wedding photographer. Check out 
Dan’s website and blog at 
www.dancutrona.com. The website 
doesn’t have a conventional 
biographical sketch, but here’s a 
taste of what he wrote about 
himself: 

“I rode my bike to my first interview 
with an editor. I borrowed my brothers 
car the next day to go shoot my first 
assignment.  

That was 13 years ago. Nowadays, I 
wi# promise not to arrive at a shoot, 
sweaty and winded. I wi# drive my own 
car.

But I like to think I sti# bring the 
excitement of a teenager to any assignment 
that comes my way.

I like to make ugly people look 
beautiful. Sometimes it's fun to make 
beautiful people look ugly.

I like classic, timeless lighting. I like to 
think my photos are cra'ed, and I wi# 
never shoot something that looks like a 
snapshot, and ca# it art.

I don't have an ego, but I am a 
bra(art. If you are standing next to me at 
the news stand, I wi# show you the latest 
article I shot. Even if you don't care.

But hopefu#y you do.
I do.”

Architecture [T1]

The subject matter must have an 
architectural theme or contain some 
element of the built environment. 
Your photo must be of a man-made 
structure. The image can be of 
interior or exterior architecture. 
Shoot old buildings or new 
buildings, commercial, industrial, 
houses, bridges, staircases, ceilings, 
arches, courtyards, public squares, 
fountains, statues. Put the 
architecture in a large context or 
take a close-up of a small detail.  
Include people for perspective or 
explanationÑor not. Shoot during 
the day or at night. Experiment with 
light and shadow.

Technical Matters: All photographs 
should accurately reßect the subject 
matter and the scene as it appeared. 
Acceptable processing practices are 
adjustments to color, contrast, 
brightness and sharpness; removal of 
dust and scratches; cropping; black 
and white conversions; and use of 
HDR (high dynamic range imaging), 
where multiple exposures of the 
same scene are combined for a 
greater tonal range.  Use of lens or 
perspective correction software is 
acceptable. Deletion of extraneous 
elements (such as a sprinkler or Þre 
alarm) in the photograph is 
acceptable so long as the element 
plays a minor role in the image. Not 
acceptable are photo composites 
(combination of two or more 
photos, not of the same scene); the 
addition, duplication, deletion or 
moving of signiÞcant objects in the 
photos; or the use of artistic digital 
Þlters and effects which do not 
show the scene in its natural way. 

Janice Paine won first place (B 
class) in the October Competition with 
her strong Open projected image 
entitled “Color Guard.”

http://www.dancutrona.com
http://www.dancutrona.com

